Intraperitoneal chemotherapy in ovarian cancer.
From a theoretical viewpoint, intraperitoneal therapy (IP) in patients with ovarian cancer, a malignancy which remains mainly confined to the peritoneal cavity, is logical. Over the past decades this approach has evolved into a therapeutic strategy for a selected group of patients. Data available at present suggest a beneficiary role (for IP therapy) as first-line treatment in patients with small residual disease and possibly following initial reduction of tumor load by systemic chemotherapy. The theoretical basis, the present status of IP therapy in different settings, pharmacology, factors limiting its clinical utility and future directions are reviewed.